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NEW GARBAGE & RECYCLING REGULATIONS
READ ALL THIS MATERIAL CAREFULLY
The cost of providing garbage and recycling services has increased nearly 20%.  An increase in waste material and a reduction of recycled materials are contributing factors to the cost of service increase. The new rate the city will be charged is $10.27 per house hold per month by Black Hawk Disposal. The City Council has agreed to maintain the $8.60 charge to the residents for at least one year. In order to avoid an increase to the customers, and encourage further recycling, the following regulations have been adopted by the city council.  These regulations will take effect in January, 2009. 
NEW REGULATIONS

1. Residents will be limited to either 2 – 33 gallon cans or 1 – 65 gallon approved container* for garbage.
2. No bags will be allowed outside of approved containers*.

3. There is an unlimited amount of recycled materials.

4. Recycled materials must also be in an approved container* (Exception: large cardboard boxes and pieces can be folded or “broke down” and placed outside the container IF measures are taken to ensure the material does not blow away).

*Residential waste containers shall be of sufficient capacity, leakproof and waterproof. Containers shall be fitted with a fly-tight lid which shall be kept in place except when depositing or removing the contents of the container. Reusable containers shall also be lightweight and of sturdy construction and have suitable lifting devices.
As weather permits, officials will be PERMANENTLY marking recycling containers.  Until this task is complete, PLEASE boldly identify recycling containers. 

As always, waste collection is on Monday, and containers should be near the right-of-way for collection by 7:00am.

IF THE CITY DOES NOT REDUCE TRASH, AND INCREASE RECYCLING, RATES COULD INCREASE SUBSTANTIALLY.

LET’S ALL DO OUR PART! 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Q: Can I have a garbage bag outside my containers if they are full?

A:  No.  Garbage outside of containers is invaded by animals, and waste material  blows to neighboring properties which has been an ongoing problem in the city.  Furthermore, we must reduce the city’s amount of waste in the landfill.

Q:  What if I have more garbage in a particular week then is allowed?

A:   Your choices are to recycle more, or store the access waste until the next collection period.

Q:   I see the garbage truck take recycling material.  Why should I recycle if the material just goes into the garbage?
A:   Black Hawk Waste utilizes the same trucks for garbage and recycling.  However, the material is not mixed and recycling does not go to the landfill.  Also, if the waste technician observes items in the recycling that are not allowed, or that are dangerous to the recycling process, all contents must go to the garbage.
Q:   Can Styrofoam be recycled?

A:   No.  The vast majority of packaging and containers can be recycled, however Styrofoam is not accepted.  Contact Black Hawk Waste 232-4150, for a list of prohibited materials in recycling.

Q:  I have been using a 55 gallon plastic drum for years.  Am I allowed to still use it for garbage or recycling? 
A:  Drums and containers of this nature have been illegal in Fairbank for many years, however the code has not been strictly enforced.  Because of conditions in the waste collection business, we must be more vigilant to the rules and regulations, and only APPROVED CONTAINERS as described above will be allowed for collection.

Q:   Will we have to sort recycled items?

A:   No.  Currently the only requirement is recycled materials be clean and in approved containers.  Materials are then hand separated at a receiving station in Waterloo.

Q:  Do I have to have my containers by the curb?

A:  Collection containers must be accessible to the collection truck, so yes.

Q:  Why is the city making these drastic changes?

A:   Fairbank is one of very few cities left with unlimited collection.  When our waste collection contract was up for renewal this fall, three proposals were presented and the City Council evaluated our city’s needs and cost then decided on the new changes.

Q:   Could we just pay more and still have unlimited service?

A:   That option was evaluated, and the increase to ALL residents would be significant.  Also, we must utilize and encourage our recycling service. 
Q:   What if I decide not to abide by the new regulations?

A:   Our residents have always gone above and beyond to make this city great.  For that reason our city officials feel there will be few issues with the new regulations.  However if these simple regulations are not followed, waste will not be collected.

Q:   How and why will you mark my recycling container?

A:   City officials will paint a stenciled insignia on the containers to identify them as recycling containers.  Unified containers were discussed for recycling, but that option would require residents to purchase new containers which the City Council felt was an unnecessary burden. 

Q:   Are businesses required to make these changes?

A:   Businesses must contract collection services on their own, independent of the city.  We do however encourage business to also recycle as much as possible.     
